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THE LONDONER

We envision the Maypole as a tall, giant
figure. It will represent the cultures that
live side by side in the city and can be
interpreted as a single silhouette figure
that embodies the souls of all Londoners,
both past and present.

The site of St Mary-le-Strand church
originally hosted a maypole of 30m which
came down when they were banned in 1644
as they were deemed to be “dangerous to
the morals of youth”. A taller one, at 40m
tall, was erected in 1661 but was removed
in 1713 because it rotted away.

The design appears almost one
dimensional, as a tall vertical red Maypole,
when viewed on the approach at street
level and changes gradually into a twoto three-dimensional metal cut-out of a
human silhouette with weaving cross
bracings across the 2D plane, echoing
the decorative weaving patterns of the
traditional Maypole and doubling as useful
structural bracings across.

The Maypole dance is performed by pairs
of boys and girls who stand alternately
around the base of the pole, each holding
the end of a ribbon. They weave in and
around each other, boys going one way and
girls going the other and the ribbons are
woven together around the pole until the
merry-makers meet at the base. In some
traditions, Maypoles are highly decorated
sticks with cross sticks and swags.

stark monochromatic red colour of The
Londoner, which echoes the iconic red
of the London bus, contrasts beautifully
against the backdrop of nearby buildings,
roads, passing vehicles and people.
Walking tall within the street, the figure
looms large at 15m.
We would imagine that beyond the 2018
London Festival of Architecture, The
Londoner could be transposed to another
prominent London site as a migratory
sculpture, walking tall among the everyday
lives of ordinary Londoners.

The giant feet of The Londoner lend
themselves as urban furniture for passersby to stop and sit and lean on. The
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